
Chairman Richard Anderson 

Americanism Commission 

Chairman’s Message 

As the year comes to a 

close, I would like to recap 

on activities of the Ameri-

canism Commission and 

reflect on a few positive 

highlights resulting from 

your hard work and un-

wavering commitment in 

making a difference within 

our communities.  As most 

of you know from my last 

newsletter, my vision and 

long-term goal was to up-

hold and foster a 100 per-

cent Americanism.  You 

have done a tremendous 

job in doing so with great 

success within our many 

youth activities programs.  

I owe a debt of gratitude to 

those of you who have 

made this possible.  There 

is still much work to be 

done.  The youth are the 

vehicle of our future and 

there are many possibilities 

for them within our Ameri-

canism programs. I 

strongly encourage each of 

you at both the department 

and post level in 2015 to 

continue improving the 

quality of our youth activi-

ties programs with the 

same zeal you provided 

this year, by employing 

awareness and involvement 

in establishing or growing 

one of the many American-

ism programs within our 

community.  Again, thank 

you for a great year and I 

wish you all a safe and en-

joyable holiday.  A very 

Merry Christmas to you, 

your families and to our 

men and women of our 

United States Armed 

Forces. 

Another Great Year!  The 

Americanism Commission 

met August 23, 2014, in 

Charlotte, North Carolina, 

prior to the opening of the 

96th National Convention 

of The American Legion.  

The Americanism Com-

mission met jointly with 

the Committee on Children 

& Youth at its pre-

convention meeting.  The 

Americanism Commission 

and the Committee on 

Children & Youth wel-

comed the 2014 Youth 

Champion Delegation and 

heard remarks from each of 

the young champions.  In 

attendance were:  Joseph 

Blaisse, 2014 Eagle Scout 

of the Year of Newtown 

Square, Pennsylvania; Mat-

thew Ellow, 2014 Ameri-

can Legion Boys Nation 

President of Lacey’s 

Spring, Alabama; Antonio 

“Andre” Gross, 2014 Jun-

ior Air Rifle Sporter 

Champion of Ontario, New 

York; and Michael Steinel, 

2014 Junior Air Rifle Pre-

cision Champion of New 

Philadelphia, Ohio.  Be-

cause of the start of their 

collegiate career, Ashwath 

Kumar, 2014 Oratorical 

Champion of Columbia, 

Missouri, and Matthew 

Attig, 2013 American Le-

gion  Basebal l  Al l -

Academic Team Captain, 

were unable to attend.  

Also recognized was Mar-

tha Cothren, teacher and 

recipient of the American 

Legion 2014 National Edu-

cation Award.  We re-

ceived remarks from the 

President and CEO of the 

Children’s Organ Trans-

plant Association, the 

Chief of Staff of the Office 

of Citizenship, United 

States Citizenship & Immi-

gration Services and the 

CEO & Founder of the 

“Songs of Love Founda-

tion”. 

Upcoming Events: 
January 1      ALB Online Reg-

istration begins 

February 1    Four Chaplains 

Sunday 

March 3        National Anthem 

Day 

March 15      American Legion 

Birthday 

April 10-12   2015 National 

Oratorical Compe-

tition 
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Temporary Financial Assistance 

Did You Know?  That a report on the Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) program illustrates a positive impact the Legion 

has on veterans and their families. During June 1, 2013–May 31, 2014 program year, the national organization approved 

cash grants totaling over $881,805. These funds were used to help maintain the basic (shelter, utilities, food, and clothing) and 

medical needs of 1,899 children of eligible veterans located in communities throughout this nation. 
 

For the first three quarters of the 2014 calendar year, grants totaling $485,882 have been awarded to 464 families, benefitting 

1,037 veterans’ children.  The Annual Children & Youth Expenditures & Contributions (as it has been for the past 91 years) 

records activities from the more than 14,000 posts of The American Legion, 9,500 units of the American Legion Auxiliary and 

5,000 Sons of The American Legion squadrons. In addition, the expenditures of departments and of the national organization 

are obtained for the 12-month period of June 1 through May 31, and combined with these reports. 

AMERICANISM AND CHILDREN & YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

The American Legion 2014 

National Oratorical 

Champions.  Left - Right: 

Past National Commander 

Daniel Dellinger (VA); 2nd 

Place, Brandon Posner 

(PA); Ashwath Kumar, 

2014 Oratorical Champion 

(MO); 3rd Place, Ellen 

Densmore (CO); and 

Americanism Commission 

Chairman, Richard 

Anderson (CT). 

Left - Right Michael 

Steinel, 2014 Junior Air 

Rifle Precision Champion 

of New Philadelphia, Ohio; 

and Andre Gross, 2014 

Junior Air Rifle Sporter 

Champion of Ontario, New 

York 
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The eighth annual Children & Youth 

Conference was held on September 19–

21, 2014, at the Sheraton Hotel City 

Centre in Indianapolis.  This conference 

educated 84 Legion family representa-

tives and guests from 48 departments 

on current children’s issues and the pro-

grams of the Committee on Children & 

Youth.  Conference participants learned 

practical implementation strategies for 

the programs presented and are now 

equipped with the resources for con-

ducting children & youth programs and 

conferences within their own respective 

departments.  As our children & youth 

programs work best, due to a concerted 

effort from all members of the Legion 

family, both Chairman Pettit and I 

thank you for a superb job and ask that 

you encourage all children & youth 

representatives from your American 

Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The 

American Legion to consider joining us 

next year for what promises to be an-

other informative weekend. 
 

The sixteenth annual National Ameri-

canism Conference, which included 

meetings of Boys State Directors, Girls 

State Directors, Department Baseball 

Chairmen, Department Oratorical Con-

test Chairpersons and Department 

Chaplains, was held September 26-28, 

2014, in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Over 

five hundred (500) program volunteers 

came together to share in training, 

brainstorming, and networking within 

their respective conference sessions that 

will assist with conducting the pro-

grams in their own departments for the 

coming year.  Hats off to those who 

attended the conference and also to the 

many volunteers at our departments and 

posts who were not able to attend for 

their hard work in making our Ameri-

canism programs a success. 
 

The Commission met in Indianapolis, 

Indiana, October 13-14, 2014.  During 

the Fall meetings seventy members of 

the Americanism Commission, the 

Americanism Council and the Commit-

tee on Children & Youth met at the 

Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel 

to discuss commission business.  We 

were privileged to have National Com-

mander Michael Helm (NE), several 

Past National Commanders, the Ameri-

can Legion Auxiliary National Presi-

dent; the Sons of The American Legion 

Americanism Commission Chairman  

bring greetings and remarks. 
 

The commission discussed and voted on 

important resolutions concerning the 

Americanism commission and received 

program updates from committee and 

sub-committee chairman from our na-

tional Americanism staff.  I commend 

each of you for the hard work and atten-

tion you continuously provide in mak-

ing our Americanism programs success-

ful within the communities you serve. 

Some of these program updates are 

listed in this newsletter, but you should 

have received a copy of the American-

ism Fall meeting digest/minutes con-

taining the complete program report. 
 

In support of the National Com-

mander’s focus on the Legions Citizen-

ship & Naturalization initiatives and 

reinvigorating our relationship with the 

United States Citizenship and Naturali-

zation Office, the Americanism Com-

mission’s Citizenship & Naturalization 

Subcommittee identified its primary 

purposes as developing new ideas and 

initiatives aimed at promoting grass-

roots involvement at the post level in 

understanding, appreciating and ac-

tively participating in the rights and 

responsibilities of American citizenship 

and American government, as well as 

developing new ideas and prospective 

citizens/legal immigrants into local 

communities.  Your national staff has 

AMERICANISM AND CHILDREN & YOUTH ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 
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CITIZENSHIP & 

 NATURALIZATION 

Robert Turner, Boys Nation Director of Activities, leads the young senators of the class of 2014 



willingly accepted the challenges and is currently working with 

the Office of U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services 

(USCIS) to develop a comprehensive citizenship and naturali-

zation guide to support departments and posts in their efforts in 

meeting the goals of effective citizenship and naturalization 

outreach.  Publication date for this guide is scheduled for early 

first quarter of 2015.  Departments and posts that are currently 

active in this effort or wish to get involved are encouraged to 

contact Deputy Director Richard Smith at our national head-

quarters for guidance and assistance. 
 

Helping assimilate those seeking the path to naturalized citizen-

ship or “lawful” immigration is an initiative the American Le-

gion has embraced since it’s founding. The American Legion 

has been a leader in mentoring candidates for U.S. citizenship 

dating back to the beginning of the organization by hosting 

welcome receptions for new immigrant arriving to the commu-

nity; hosting informational meeting for legal immigrants; host-

ing naturalization ceremonies for new community citizens, to 

include U.S. military members; hosting study classes for the 

citizenship test and offering use of post facilities to other or-

ganizations for any of the above. 
 

The Legion reinvigorated these efforts in 2008 through collabo-

ration with the Office of USCIS and continues its relationship 

with the USCIS to accomplish our program goals. 
 

Certainly, the ultimate desire is that posts partner with other 

local community organizations, libraries, or other civic groups 

to jointly teach citizenship classes or English as a Second Lan-

guage (ESL) classes.  But should that not ever be the desire of a 

post, that is OK too!  Helping USCIS host informational ses-

sions or naturalization ceremonies is invaluable to those seek-

ing the legal path to naturalized citizenship.  I highly encourage 

posts to visit the USCIS website at http://www.uscis.gov. 
 

To locate a USCIS office near you, please visit the following 

links: 
 

Within The United States—http://www.uscis.gov/about-

us/find-uscis-office/field-offices 

OPERATION COMFORT WARRIOR 

Operation Comfort Warrior (OCW) was a host to a few 

wounded warriors and their families during the National 

Convention held in Charlotte, North Carolina.  These 

wounded warriors were in Charlotte as honored guests at the 

Past Department Commanders Club (PDCC) luncheon, and 

while in Charlotte, enjoyed a guided city tour by the OCW 

program director. 
 

OCW Program has been to 16 facilities around the country 

this year as of October that includes visiting warrior transi-

tion battalions, VA medical centers, and outings outside 

those facilities for those who are assigned to or are a patient 

of those facilities.  The VA hospital in Charlotte was very 

appreciative to receive various comfort items for their 

wounded warriors.  There was an urgent need at the VA in 

Shreveport, Louisiana, this year, so OCW delivered nearly 

$5,000 in comfort items, which included clothes, toiletries 

and other necessities.  All of those items will go into a spe-

cial clothing closet for the wounded warriors. 
 

Some larger events supported by OCW were the Army Tri-

als at the United States Military Academy at West Point and 

the Marine Corps trials on Camp Pendleton California.  

Qualifying athletes from these two events earned the right to 

compete for a Gold Medal at the Warrior Games held at the 

U.S. Olympic facility, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 

Family is an enormous part of the recovery process for 

wounded, injured and ill service members.  OCW hosted 

900 deserving soldiers from the warrior transition battalion 

at Joint Base San Antonio and their families to a trip to Six 

Flags Fiesta Texas in San Antonio. 

Post 29 Legionnaires 

in Marietta, GA, lis-

ten to a USCIS offi-

cial during a training 

session December 

2009. 

Military personnel taking the Oath of Allegiance during Naturaliza-

tion Ceremony. 
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Americanism, one of the American Le-

gion’s four pillar is quite simply love of 

America, loyalty to its ideals and insti-

tutions, allegiance to its flag, willing-

ness to defend it against all enemies, 

foreign and domestic, and a desire to 

pass on the blessings of liberty to future 

generations. 
 

Did you know that every American 

Flag being flown in your community 

can earn money for your post? 
 

It’s all part of the Legion’s “Flag Re-

wards” program.  The program is sim-

ple.  Your post earns a 10-cent credit 

for every $1 spent on American Flags 

from American Legion Emblem Sales.  

The credit can then be used to purchase 

any item from Emblem Sales. 
 

    A $10 flag earns your post $1 

    A $20 flag earns your post $2 
 

Not only do purchases from your Post 

count, but also purchases from anyone 

in your community, including busi-

nesses. 
 

It can add up fast.  A great example is 

Post 42 in Ankeny, Iowa, which has 

earned almost $4,000 in Emblem Sales 

credit over the past four years.  What 

could your post buy with $4,000? 

Learn more about the Flag Rewards pro-

gram at http://emblem.legion.org/

flag_rewards.asp 
 

Your post Adjutant can quickly register 

your post for Flag Rewards at http://

e m b l e m . l e g i o n . o r g /

flag_rewards_registration.asp 

Congratulations to the Department of 

North Carolina, the city of Shelby, host 

American Legion Post 82, and the hun-

dreds of volunteers who made the 2014 

American Legion Baseball World Series 

(ALBWS) once again an overwhelming 

and resounding success.  The World Se-

ries ended the 15-game tournament with 

110,036 paid admissions, shattering the 

attendance record of 104,726 set last 

year.  The 7,907 fans in attendance at the 

championship game also broke last 

year’s record of 6,936. 
 

The Commission also extends congratu-

lations to the Brooklawn, New Jersey 

team, sponsored by Brooklawn Memo-

rial Post 72, who emerged as the 2014 

American Legion Baseball World Series 

championship team, repeating from last 

year.  Brooklawn defeated Midland, 

FLAG REWARDS PROGRAM 

Operation Comfort Warrior sponsored Barbeque in San Diego, 

California 

The American Legion’s Operation Comfort Warriors program provided a day 

at Six Flags San Antonio for nearly 1,000 wounded service members and 

their families. 

Michigan, sponsored by Berryhill Post 

165, 18-0 in seven innings. 

 

Mr. Eddie Holbrook, Co-Chairman, 

Cleveland County ALWS Baseball 

World, Inc., reported to your Commis-

sion the excitement expressed by ESPN 

regarding the live telecast of the 2014 

ALBWS “Championship Tuesday” game 

on ESPNU and the potential to include 

the semi-final games in the near future 

for live telecast on ESPNU. 
 

Your Commission is looking forward to 

the 2015 World Series, August 13-18. 

ALB WORLD SERIES 
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Brooklawn, New Jersey, Post 72, wins the 2014 

American Legion Baseball World Series 
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ADMINISTRATION 
Jill Druskis, Director 

jdruskis@legion.org 

Erika Graham, Secretary 

egraham@legion.org 

317-630-1203 

Citizens Flag Alliance Board President 

 

AMERICANISM 
Richard Smith, Deputy Director 

rsmith@legion.org 

Jennifer Harman, Secretary 

jharman@legion.org 

317-630-1318 

Americanism Commission 

Americanism@legion.org 

Get Out The Vote 

gotv@legion.org 

Citizenship & Naturalization 

Immigration-citizenship@legion.org 

 

TROOP & FAMILY SUPPORT 
James Ellison, Assistant Director 

jellison@legion.org 

Jennifer Harman, Secretary 

jharman@legion.org 

317-630-1318 

Troop & Family Support 

Operation Comfort Warrior ocw@legion.org 

Family Support Network familysupport@legion.org 

 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIPS 
Timothy Lankford, Assistant Director 

tlankford@legion.org 

317-630-1212 

Staff Liaison to Committee on Youth Education 

Education and Scholarship Programs scholarships@legion.org 

Dept. Chaplains Program 

Eight & Forty Nursing Scholarship 

 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Shayne Abrahams, Assistant Director 

sabrahams@legion.org 

Mishelle Evans, Secretary 

mevans@legion.org 

317-630-1204 

Junior Shooting Sports Program 

juniorshooting@legion.org 

scouting@legion.org 

oratorical@legion.org 

juniorlaw@legion.org 

 

BASEBALL & BOYS NATION 
Mike Buss, Deputy Director 

mbuss@legion.org 

Boys State/Boys Nation 

American Legion Baseball baseball@legion.org 

Staff Liaison to ALB Sub-Committee 

Flag Education 

U.S. Olympic Committee Representative 

boysstate-nation@legion.org 

Steven D. Cloud, Assistant Director, Baseball 

scloud@legion.org 

317-630-1249 

Judy Mosley, Secretary 

jmosley@legion.org 

317-630-1207 

 

YOUTH WELFARE 
Jason R. Kees, Youth Welfare Manager 

jkees@legion.org 

Aubrey Dunn, Secretary 

adunn@legion.org 

317-630-1202 

Staff Liaison to Committee on Children & Youth 

c&y@legion.org 

Child Welfare Foundation 

cwf@legion.org 

Temporary Financial Assistance tfa@legion.org 

TFA Fax Number 317-630-1377 

Endowment Board Liaison endowment@legion.org 

AMERICANISM DIVISION STAFF CONTACTS 
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