
The Shenandoah University Veterans Writing Project 
 

“Giving Voice to those who have served.” 
 

 
Every veteran has a story; some just need help telling it.  The goal of the Shenandoah 
University Veterans Writing Project (VWP) is to provide veterans, active and 
reserve service members, and military families an effective and cost free outlet to 
tell their unique stories.  The VWP does this through three approaches: 
 

1) Literary - veterans have a distinct perspective on the world; their compelling 
viewpoints should be amply represented in our nation’s literature. 

 
2) Social - we have in the United States right now the smallest ever proportion 

of our population in service during a time of war- less than 1% of Americans 
have taken part in these most recent wars.  Although they represent a small 
portion of America’s population, their stories are of great significance. 

 
3) Therapeutic – returning veterans have time and again utilized the healing 

power of narrative, whether through writing, standup comedy, music, or 
motivational speaking. 

 
The Shenandoah University VWP aims to strengthen dies between the local veteran 
community and the university community by providing veterans in this area with 
the skills necessary to convey their stories in an environment of trust and respect. 
 

Logistics: 
 
The Shenandoah University Veterans Writing Project will be taught by Jerri Bell, 
United States Navy, Intelligence Officer with Master of Arts in Writing, Fiction 
Concentration from Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD and a Bachelor of Arts 
in Russian and Soviet Studies, cum laude in materia subiecta, Vassar  
College, Poughkeepsie, NY. 
 
The two-day seminar, geared toward a class of 25 attendees or less will run from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on November 8 & 9 at 1775 North Sector Court, Winchester, 
VA  22601 at the Health Professions Building located behind Winchester Medical 
Center just off of Route 50 West.  Lunch will be provided both days. 
 
At the start of the weekend, participants will be given a copy of the VWP’s critically 
acclaimed curriculum, Writing War: A guide to Telling Your Own Story, to use both 
during and after completing the course.  Upon finishing the seminar, participants 
will be encouraged to develop and submit their writing to be published in O-Dark-
Thirty, the quarterly literary journal of the Veterans Writing Project. 
 



Impact: 
 
Due to the small class size, rather than total seats filled, our impact will be measured 
by the satisfaction of our veteran participants and the total stories they have 
published in O-Dark-Thirty.  Based on the success of the first seminar, future 
programs will be held.  By pursuing this course of action, we hope to establish a 
sustainable program which will provide veterans residing in this area with an 
effective platform to have their stories told and voices heard. 
 

Registration for November 8 & 9 
 
Please e-mail Lander Manuel, at lmanuel@su.edu For questions, please call Lander 
Manuel, Administrative Assistant at the Center for Public Service and Scholarship at 
Shenandoah University at 540-665-4696.  Registration deadline is November 5.   
 
 
 
 

mailto:lmanuel@su.edu

