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From the Chairman’s Bunker
This year the American Legion Legacy Scholarship began providing needbased scholarship awards, expanded eligibility to include children of disabled
veterans assigned a combined VA disability rating of 50% or greater and implemented an enhanced funding strategy in determining total funds available
to award as scholarships. Research conducted by the Americanism Commission had identified that the American Legion Legacy Scholarship had experienced a diminishing impact over the years due to much greater availability
Richard Anderson (CT)
of federal education assistance, most notably the Marine Gunnery Sergeant
John David Fry Scholarship, as well as state education benefits which had evolved for children of
the fallen, thus fulfilling their education costs. Enhancements to the American Legion Legacy
Scholarship were instituted to achieve a more far-reaching impact and deeper benefit.
During this first year of enhancement the number of online applications electronically opened
was beyond expectations – there were a total of 896 online applications. Of those, 362 students
indicated having completed their application, with 27 received from children of the fallen and 335
from children of a disabled veteran. Of that 362, a total of 109 applications were assessed as being fully complete with all appropriate, required information.
After verification that all documentation had been submitted and that an applicant met established eligibility requirements, the Committee on Youth Education then applied a formula for validating and determining scholarship amounts based on the financial need remaining after all federal and state education benefits had been applied, up to a maximum scholarship amount of
$20,000. This year 55 eligible students demonstrating a verifiable financial need received an
American Legion Legacy Scholarship for their undergraduate and/or graduate studies, thereby
disbursing $671,892 of the total $784,134 having been available for 2017 scholarships.
All 55 awardees are children of a disabled veteran having been assigned a disability rating of
50% or greater by the VA. Also in accordance with the resolution, applications received from
children of the fallen were given priority first consideration. Of the 27 applications submitted
from children of the fallen, none demonstrated a verifiable financial need, illustrating through
their supporting documentation that they were well-provided for through the federal and state
education benefits available to them.
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Americanism
2016 Planner
June 14
Flag Day
July 4
Independence Day
July 15
Child Welfare Foundation
grant applications due

August 11-16
American Legion World Series
August 10-15
American Legion National
Convention

American Legion Baseball

September 15-17
Children & Youth and Junior
Shooting Sports Conferences

The 2017 American Legion Baseball season is underway with over
3,500 teams in all 50 states participating this year in the nation’s
premier youth baseball program.

September 17
Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day

The season culminates in the American Legion World Series,
which will take place August 10-15 in Shelby, N.C.
Each of the eight ALWS teams will now have an opportunity to
play in front of a national television audience as coverage of the
event has expanded on ESPNU.

September 22-24
Combined Americanism Conference
October 8
Child Welfare Foundation
2016 Grant Selection
October 9-12
Fall Meetings

October 27-29
Scouting Chairmen TeleConference

This marks the fourth straight year in which event coverage in
Shelby, N.C., has expanded on the network since the first televised game in 2014. In 2017, all games played Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday will be available on cable on ESPNU. All
15 games will be available online through ESPN.com and by using
ESPN’s “WatchESPN” app.
This presents a great opportunity for posts to put the game on
and host watch parties, which will build comradery and awareness
for the Legion’s youth programs. In addition, this could serve as a
fundraising event for local posts.

September 2
VJ Day

The 2017 regional tournament sites will be the following:
Shrewsbury, MA; Leesburg, VA; Asheboro, NC; New Orleans, LA;
Napoleon, OH; Dickinson, ND; Missoula, MT; and Denver, CO. Regionals take place Aug. 2-6, 2017.

November 11
Veterans Day

Baseball continued on page 4
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2015 American Legion World Series
Stars
Central Plains Mid-Atlantic
Northwest
Western

Stripes
Great Lakes Mid-South
Northeast Southeast

Thursday – August 13

Game 1
Mid-Atlantic vs. Northwest
Game 2
Northeast vs. Great Lakes
Game 3 Central Plains vs. Western

12:30 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm

Friday – August 14
Game 4
Game 5
Game 6

Northeast vs. Mid-South
Central Plains vs. Northwest
Southeast vs. Great Lakes

12:30 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm

Saturday – August 15
Game 7
Game 8
Game 9

Northwest vs. Western
12:30 pm
Southeast vs. Mid-South
4:00 pm
Mid-Atlantic vs. Central Plains
7:30 pm
Sunday – August 16

Game 10
Game 11
Game 12

Northeast vs. Southeast
Mid-Atlantic vs. Western
Mid-South vs. Great Lakes

1:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm

Monday – August 17
Game 13
Game 14

Winner “Stars” vs. Runner-Up “Stripes” 4:00 pm
Winner “Stripes” vs. Runner-Up “Stars” 7:30 pm

Championship Tuesday – August 18
Game 15

Winner Game 13 vs. Winner Game 14 7:00 pm
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Upcoming Americanism Conferences
Online registration is now available for the annual Children & Youth, Junior Shooting, Scouting
Chairmen Conference and Combined Americanism Conferences being held at the Sheraton City
Centre Hotel in Indianapolis. Completing the online registration does not reserve overnight accommodations. Hotel reservation links will be provided following conference registration. Additional information on the Scouting Chairman Conference will be available online in September.

Junior Shooting Sports Conference

Children & Youth Conference
September 15-17, 2017
www.legion.org/cyconference

September 15-17, 2017
www.legion.org/jrshootingconference

Combined Americanism Conferences

Scouting Chairmen Conference

September 22-24, 2017
Sessions include Boys and Girls State,
Baseball, Chaplains and Oratorical Contest.
www.legion.org/cacregistration

Baseball

October 27-29, 2017
Additional information will be posted
on www.legion.org when available.

continued from page 2

Applications for the American Legion Baseball Scholarship, sponsored by Diamond, are available now.
Will Smith, who helped guide Texarkana (AR) Post 58 to the 2016 American Legion World Series title,
was honored as the George W. Rulon Player of the Year in a ceremony in Cooperstown, N.Y., over Memorial Day Weekend.
There are now 70 members of the Baseball Hall of Fame who got their start playing Legion Baseball after
Tim Raines and Jeff Bagwell were voted in.

American Legion Baseball alumni Jim Leyland led Team USA The World Baseball Classic title and dedicated the victory to the troops, saying, “I got a chance to manage for our country, the coaches got a chance
to coach for our country, the players got a chance to play for our country, but this is for the people who
serve our country.”

To stay updated on Legion Baseball, including how to join, follow the official
website , Facebook, Twitter and newsletter
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Americanism Commission Department Awards
O’Connor Americanism Trophy
The Daniel J. O’Connor Americanism Trophy is awarded annually to that department that has conducted the best all-around Americanism activities. The Americanism Commission will determine
the three departments achieving the greatest number of percentage points based upon activities
reported on the current Consolidated Post Reports. The winner will be selected from the top three
departments based on the best narrative statement that shall be no less the 200 words and not
more than 500 words.
Submissions must be received, no later than July 15 annually, at:
The American Legion
Attn: Americanism Division
P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206
americanism@legion.org

Frank N. Belgrano, Jr. Trophy
The Americanism Commission continues to award the Frank N. Belgrano, Jr., Trophy to the most
deserving department with an active scouting program. Therefore, it is necessary that departments continue to provide substantiating information as outlined by the Trophies, Awards and
Ceremonies Manual, which states:
“The Frank N. Belgrano, Jr., Trophy is to be awarded annually to the department that has rendered the most outstanding service during the period July 31-August 1 to the program of the Boy
Scouts of America. The award, to be based on the number of troops organized, strength of existing troops and general welfare of the Scout movement under Legion sponsorship within the department based on written reports with substantiating evidence submitted to National Headquarters 15 days prior to the National Convention.
Departments that want to be considered for the award are required to submit a report with a narrative description of the department's efforts and accomplishments for the period July 31, 2016
through August 1, 2017. The design and length of the narrative is your decision, but we want the
selection committee to have something other than statistical information to consider when they
determine the winner. The selection committee has placed a very strong emphasis upon the narrative report in determining the winner.
Reports and narratives can be mailed, emailed or faxed no later than August 11, 2017, to:
The American Legion
Attn: Americanism Division—Scouting
P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206
Fax 317-630-1369

scouting@legion.org
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Samsung American Legion Scholarship Recipient Recognition
The top ten 2016 Samsung American Legion Scholarship recipients were recognized in Washington, D.C.
on June 5-7, 2017 by The American Legion and Samsung for their accomplishments and future endeavors. Samsung and American Legion leadership, staff and several members of the Samsung American Legion Alumni Association board spent two days honoring the scholars by touring Washington D.C., having
a celebratory breakfast in the Dirksen Senate Building and completing a service project in conjunction
with the Operation Comfort Warriors program.
The scholars and alumni created and delivered sixty Operation Comfort Warriors gift bags filled with toiletries and games to several residents at the Armed Forces Retirement Home. While visiting the home,
scholars and alumni seized the opportunity to strike up conversations with veterans from World War II,
Korea, and Vietnam.

In describing the service project, 2016 National Scholar, Sydney Closs said
“I spoke with a 94-year-old Korean War veteran and it was very special to
me to meet someone who experienced the war since I didn’t get to meet
my grandfather and speak to him about his service. I felt like it was something I would have liked to been able to hear from my grandfather, so I’m
thankful I was able to experience it here.”
In order to engage recipients of the Samsung American Legion Scholarship,
The American Legion and Samsung have teamed up to establish the Samsung American Legion Alumni Association. The mission of the association is
to engage alumni while advocating the ideals of continued freedom, learning, and service, while also fostering life-long relationships between recipients and the organizations. The annual trip to Washington D.C. is a strategic component of connecting scholarship recipients and alumni to the organizations and the forming alumni association.

During their time in Washington D.C. the alumni association Executive Advisory Committee consisting of representatives from The American Legion
family and Samsung and a National Alumni Board of Directors, which consists of nine scholarship alumni from across the country met to discuss and
plan for the growth and development of the association.
Alumni are invited to officially join the Samsung American Legion Alumni
Association at www.legion.org/samsungalumni. As the 2017 school year approaches, scholars and alumni
will have the opportunity to participate in a mentoring program to connect those scholars still in college
with scholarship recipients who have established themselves in careers across the globe.
Samsung American Legion Scholarship recipients wishing to keep informed on activities of the association should join the Samsung American Legion Alumni Association LinkedIn group at www.linkedin.com/
groups/8466591 or the Samsung American Legion Scholars Facebook group at www.facebook.com/
groups/SamsungScholars/. For more information, contact Brittany Yoder at byoder@legion.org or 317630-1208.
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National Commander’s Charity Fund
Children who are in need of shelter, food, clothing or medical care, and service officers who work tirelessly to assist veterans obtain the benefits they deserve are the focus of American Legion National Commander Charles E. Schmidt’s fundraising campaign. Gifts to this fund will be applied to the Legion’s Temporary Financial Assistance program for veteran and military families with minor children in the home
who are facing economic hardship, and help to provide service officer training and support.
Both programs depend on charitable contributions to offer this vital assistance. It is for this reason Commander Schmidt is urging your support in helping promote and support his charity fund for this year.
Veteran families with minor children at home, when struck with unexpected costs that leave them unable
to pay for basic household needs, are receiving more than $500,000 a year in emergency funding from
The American Legion’s Temporary Financial Assistance program. Meanwhile, American Legion service officers are helping more than 800,000 veterans and their families, free of charge, file disability claims,
benefits applications and other forms of assistance. This means it is imperative that service officers stay
current on VA policies and state and federal laws through the best and latest training available.
"Our post motto is veterans first, so we believe in Commander Schmidt’s project of supporting TFA and
service officers,” Newport Beach, Calif., American Post 291 Commander Douglas Nye said recently after
his post presented the commander with a check for $5,000 to help. “And we believe in what The American Legion does. His fundraising project hits home because we have a lot of vets … that need our help."
All donations to the Commander’s Charity Fund are processed through American Legion Charities, which
has tax-deductible 501(c)(3) status. One-hundred percent of all gifts to the Commander’s Charity Fund
goes directly to help meet the basic needs of children and train service officers.
Online giving is easy, safe and convenient and may be made at www.legion.org/donate using a credit or
debit card. It is also possible to make a recurring online donation. Checks may be made payable to
American Legion Charities (write “Commander’s Charity Fund” on the memo line) and mailed to The
American Legion National Headquarters, 5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN, 46216. For those
having questions, or wanting to make a contribution by phone, they may call 1-800-433-3318.

Chairman’s Bunker

(continued from page 1)

Results of the enhancements implemented this year to the American Legion Legacy Scholarships appears to validate that because children of the fallen are much fewer in proportion and currently so wellprovided for through federal and state education benefits, that the American Legion Legacy Scholarship
would likely not have achieved the level of impact and benefit that was desired had it continued to focus
solely upon providing for children of the fallen. It is important to note, however, that although children
of the fallen are currently well provided for, they will continue to be given first and primary consideration
by the American Legion Legacy Scholarship each year, as doing so could be impactful in the event that
government appropriations or state education benefits should undergo reduction or elimination.
You are encouraged to help spread the word among Legion family in your posts and to those throughout
your communities, most especially to schools, guidance counselors and educators, about the availability
and impact of the American Legion Legacy Scholarship. It is thanks to the support of generous, dedicated donors that the American Legion Legacy Scholarship is able to provide much-needed financial assistance for the education of the children of our fallen comrades and those comrades who are enduring ongoing effects from their service. Donations to the Legacy Scholarship made be made online at
www.legion.org/donate.
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Flag Etiquette
The Americanism Commission’s position has been unless an article of clothing is made from
the actual flag of the United States, there is NO breach of flag etiquette whatsoever. There
are many Americans who are expressing their patriotism and love of country by wearing an
article of clothing that happens to be red, white, and blue with stars and stripes or might
have an image of the flag silk-screened on the item of clothing.
There is nothing illegal about the wearing or manufacturing of these types of "flag" clothing.
Frequently the issue was raised by those members of Congress who voiced opposition to the
Constitutional amendment to protect the flag from physical desecration, regarding what is the
definition of the flag, and does this definition include items of clothing that are red, white,
and blue with stars and stripes. Our response to this hypothetical question has always been,
"Hoist a pair of "flag" shorts up a flagpole and see who salutes. Hoist Old Glory up the flagpole and then see who salutes."
Over the past year or so we have been made aware of the thin blue line flag and patch. The
Thin Blue Line has grown thru the United States and Canada to symbolize the relationship of
law enforcement in the community as front line protectors of citizens and neighborhoods. In
the United States, the Thin Blue Line flag incorporates the blue line into a black and white
design replicating the U.S. flag.
According to USFlags.com, the blue center line represents law enforcement, the black stripe
and design elements above the blue line represents the public, and the bottom represents
the criminals. The idea behind the graphic is that law enforcement (the thin blue line) is what
stands between the violence and victimization perpetuated by criminals against their wouldbe victims of crime. But for the “Thin Blue Line” there would be no public safety in the U.S.
Given the recent public controversies over police shootings, the Thin Blue Line Flag has become popular among law enforcement officers, their families, and their supporters. However,
this thin blue line is an added unauthorized adornment to the flag and is considered a breach
of flag etiquette. The Americanism Commission does not endorse nor recommend its display.
If your post is not holding a ceremony for the disposal of unserviceable flags it should. The
ceremony is an excellent opportunity to involve other liked-minded patriotic, civic and fraternal organizations and to spread the good word about the world’s largest veterans organization, The American Legion.

Contact Us
The American Legion

Americanism Division
PO Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206
317-630-1203
americanism@legion.org
www.legion.org

8

