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B I L L   F E A S E N M Y E R 
Y O U T H   C A D E T   L A W   ENFORCEMENT  A C A D E M Y  D I R E C T O R 

F e b r u a r y   2 2 ,   20 2 6 

2 0 2 6  Y O U T H   C A D E T  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  A C A D E M Y 

The  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n / V i r g i n i a   State P o l i c e Y o u t h  Cadet L a w   E n f o r c e m e n t P r o g r a m h a s 
b e e n  scheduled for S u n d a y ,   J u n e   7   t o  F r i d a y ,   J u n e   1 2 ,  2 0 2 6   at  the V i r g i n i a S t a t e 
Police  A c a d e m y   in  Richmond.  The  cost  r e m a i n s  $200. 00 p e r cadet.  A   total  o f  50  cadets
will  be  accepted  to  attend  this  session.

A l l   posts  are  encouraged  to  participate i n  this outstanding pr o g r a m .  Posts  that  would  like 
to  k n o w  more  about the  program  are  urged  to  contact  Bill  Feasenmyer  (804)  337-8753  or 
billfeas2@comcast.net.  A p p l i c a t i o n s ma y  be  downloaded  f r o m  the  Department  w eb 
site. w w w . v a l e g i o n . o r g     at  either  F o r m s   o r   Downloads   o r   f r o m   the Y C L E   page.

P l e a s e  note  that  the  Y o u t h   Cadet  L a w   Enforcement  Program i s  limited  to  o n ly  those 
students w h o are  rising  high  school  Seniors. Sp e c if i c a lly ,   between  their  J u n i o r  and  S eni or 
years. Only in extreme cases will an exception to this policy be made. Contact  the  Director 
directly be f o re  m ak i ng  any   commitments  to  a n y  student  o r  school.

Ple ase  m ak e  sure  that  a l l   applicants  a r e  aware that this  i s  a h i g h  intensity  a n d sometimes 
physically  demanding w e e k   o f  l e a r n i n g   b a s e d  o n the  type  o f  training  that  V i r g i n i a   
State P o l i c e   trooper  candidates  receive.  Because  the  fun sometimes i n c l u d e s  s o m e  
activities that  are  potentially  d a n g e r o u s ,  l i k e   sh o o t in g  a  f i r e a r m  an d driving  a  p o li c e   c a r  
at hig h s p e e d s ,   it  i s imperative that they  a r e  f o cu s e d  at  all  times.  We  b e l i e v e  these  
activities are what make  this  such  a  f u n and  s o ug ht  after  experience.

http://www.valegion.org


Y O U T H  C A D E T  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  P R O G R A M   (2026)

T h e  V i r g i n ia  Y o u t h  Cadet L a w  Enforcement  Program  i s  a n A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  sp ons or ed  pro g ra m 
designed  to  present the  opportunity for boys  and  g i r l s  to  l e a r n  about law enforcement 
re s p o n s i b ilities and  training  f r om representatives o f  T h e   Virginia  State  Police.  In  Virginia, T h e  
Virginia  State  Poli ce Tr ai n in g A c a d e m y   h a s b e e n   hosting this week for over 35 years.  Our  annual
sessi on  w i l l  take place  Sunday,  June  7   to Friday,  June  1 2, 2026.

Students between the 11th  and 12th  g r a d e   f r o m  e a c h o f  the 17 Districts  o f  the A m e r i c a n L e g i o n ,  
D e p a r t m e n t   o f   V i r g i n i a  will be  selected  to  attend the V i r g i n i a   Y o u t h  Cadet L a w  Enforcement
P r o g r a m at  the  Virginia  State Police  A c a d e m y  in Richmond.  The  session is   sch e dul e d for  f i v e  
days,  beginning  o n  Sunday,  June 7;  the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  wi l l remain in residence until  the
c l o s i n g cer e mo n ies   on Friday  afternoon  June 12, 2026.  During that  period,  they  will  participate  in 
d a i l y  c l a s s r o o m a n d field sessions  that  touch  on m a n y   aspects o f   l a w  enforcement  for  a  Virginia 
State Tr o o p er .   L e g i o n n a i r e s  and parents  a r e  invited and encouraged to  attend the graduation  
ceremony  at 1 p m on F ri d a y ,   June  1 2.

S E L E C T I O N   GUID E L I N E S . 
Participants should be selected by competitive  a n d objective evaluation of  i n t e r e s t e d   applicants, 
based  on worthy character, interest,  a n d  e v i d enc e o f self-discipline wh ose  attitude a n d demeanor 
would  benefit  significantly  by associat ion a n d contact with  officers o f   t h e  l a w .  T h e y   should also
h a v e   the  ability  to  share  the  knowledge  gained  with  others.  Applicants  do  not  h a v e  to  be  an  
"A"  student.  We  are  l o o k i n g  for  well-rounded,  out-going,  hard  working  students  with  
reasonable g r a d e s  w h o  c a n  communicate  and  lead   their  peers.  Although,  not  mandatory,  
prospective cadets  should  h a v e   a   v a l i d   l e a r n e r ’ s   permit  or  ope ra tor's   license,  and  a  c o p y   o f 
it  must  b e attached to  the  application.  A s  an  option,  the  applicant  m a y  attach  a   copy  o f  their 
DM V transcript.  Students  must  be  available  to  attend  the  complete  5   n i g h t   Y o u t h   Cadet  L a w   
Enforcement program.

Posts may submit no more than 10 candidates before April 30. After April 30, 
they may submit additional candidates. Co mple t ed  applications,  with Biography  a n d 
DMV  documentation attached,  sh ould be submitted to  the  l o c a l  Post  Commander by A p r i l 22,  
2026,  w h o  shall rank boys  and gi r l s  accord ing to preference  a n d submit a l l c o m p l e t e d 
applications to  the  D i r e c t or  b y  e m a i l   by Ma y 1,  2026.  T h e  only  dead line   is   50   cadet  participants.
We   will  update  the  website  when  that  occurs.  T h e   $200.00  registration fee for ea c h  o f  the  
preferred applicants  M U S T  be  sent  direct  to  Department HQs  with a note ad v i s i n g  wh ic h  cadets 
the c h e c k  is for. T h e   application wi l l not be co n si dere d  until it  i s  f i l l e d   out  completely and the  
$200  fee h a s b e e n rec e i v e d . N O T E :   D o  n o t  send r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e s  for a l t e r n a t e s .  T h e  
s p o n s o r i n g  Post w i l l  be no t i f i e d i f  a n alternate i s  selected  to attend.  O n c e the applic a t ion h a s 
b e e n r e c e i v e d  b y the Direct or a n d the c h e c k  b y Department  H Q s , the Director w i l l  then  
communicate with the  applicants  r e g a r d i n g  the  schedule and details o f   t h e   program  by  email.  
T h a t   e m a il   w il l  incl u de   all  the  n ec e s sary   f o rms   that  n ee d  to  b e completed  a n d  brought  
with  them  o n  Sun da y,   J une  7.  On ly  the  Cadet  Confirmation  Fo rm  s h ould  be  returned  
directly  to  the  Director  by  re p ly  e m a il   that  the  cadet  w ill  in  fact  attend.  It is  expected 
that District  Y o u t h  Cadet L a w   Enforcement  Chairmen,  District C o m m a n d e r s ,  and Post  
Commanders  sp onsor ing Y o u t h  Cadets  w i l l maintain  contact with the Cade ts a n d arrange  
transportation to  a n d from  R i c h m o n d  i f  not  p r o v i d e d  b y  parents.  Participants should be p r o v i d e d 
with  opportunities  to  give  reports o f  their  e x pe r ie n ces  to  the  sponsoring Post and/or  other 
interested organizations.

Cost of this program is $200.00. This provides the  cost  o f   T- s h i r t s ,  pins, certificates, charter transportation 
to off site events  and administrative  expenses.  T h e  Virginia  State P o l i c e  training  i n s t r u c t o r s ,   instructional  
facilities,  room and board  and e q uipment ar e  provided  as  a  public  s ervice   by  the  Commonwealth  and   the VSP.



I .

Y O U T H  C A D E T  L A W   E N F O R C E M E N T  P R O G R A M 

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y   S U M M A R Y 

P O S T   C O M M A N D E R 
A.  Post Commander or  Representative should  personally  contact  l o c a l  h i g h 

s c h o o l s  to a d v i s e s c h o o l l e a d e r s   of  the  p r o g r a m   a n d req ue st applications  be  
submitted to r each   him/her  by  A p r i l  22,  2026.  Sc hool  r e s o u r c e   o f i c e r s   are  a 
goo d  source  o f  applicants.

B.  Upon  receipt  of  applications  from  sch ool s  a n d  other  agencies,  forward  the 
co m p l e t ed application,  to  i n c l u d e   a photo copy  of  the  applicants d r i v e r s  o r 
l e a r n e r s  permit,  along  with  the $ 2 0 0 fee to  A m e r i c a n   L e g i o n ,   
D e p a r t m e n t  of  V i r g i n i a   H e a d q u a r t e r s   ( A t tn :  Y o u t h  C a d e t ) .   T h e y   
s hou ld  r e a c h   the D e p a r t m e n t   not  l a t e r   than  M a y  6 ,  2 0 2 6 .  T h i s   i s  n o t  a  
h a r d   d e a d l i n e .   5 0 c a d et s  i s  o u r   d e a d l i n e . 

C.  Posts s h o u l d maintain contact  with  the  b o y s  a n d girls  selected  for the 
program.

D.  A r r a n g e  transportation  to  a n d  fr om  the  State P o l i c e A c a d e m y   i n  R i c h m o n d  
for  both Ju n e  7 a n d  J u n e   1 2 ,  if  pare nt s  are  not  available.

N o t e :  T h e   p o s t ' s   p e r s o n a l  contact  w i t h s c h o o l l e a d e r s   is  c r u c i a l  to  the  su cce s s  o f  the 
p r o g r a m .   Unlike  B o y s   State,  w h e r e   i n f o rm a t i on   is  sent to  the  schools,  the  post 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   w ill  b e  the  sole  s o u r c e   o f  knowledge  an d  point  o f  contact  f o r   t h e 
Y o u t h  C a d e t  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m .   R e m e m b e r  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y a g e n c i e s 
m a y  be  u s e d  t o  c o n t a c t q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s ,  b u t y o u m u s t v e r i f y   t h e s t u d e n t ' s  c l a s s 
a n d  s c h ol a s ti c st a n d i n g w i t h his/her  s c h o o l .  A n  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n   P o s t m u s t   be  t h e 
s p o n s o r ,   r e g a r d l e s s   o f  who finds t h e  c a n d i d a t e  o r   w h o  is  p a y i n g the  f e e . 

I I . D I S T R I C T  C H A I R P E R S O N   A N D  D I S T R I C T  C O M M A N D E R S 
A.  District Y o u t h   Cadet  L a w  Enforcement Chairperson w i l l  work  c l o s e l y   with 

District  Commanders  to a s s u r e  that  all posts have  an  e q u a l  opportunity to 
send  q u a l i f i e d  ri s i n g senio rs   to  the Y o u t h   Cadet  L a w   En f orcem e n t  Program.

B.  Be s u r e that Post C o m m a n d e r s submit  the  application  to  Department 
Headquarters  b y  M a y  6,  2 0 2 6 .

C. Assure  that  contact i s  maintained  with  boys  and   g i r l s   i n  the  program.
D.  Determine  that transportation  has b e e n   a r r a n g e d   to  a n d  from  R i c h m o n d   

for e a c h  cadet.

I I I . D E P A R T M E N T  H E A D Q U A R T E R S 
A. D e p a r t m e n t  Headquarters  w i l l register  all  of the  applications.
B. Department Headquarters w i l l m a k e the f i n a l d e c i s i o n in f i l l i n g cadet

"slots" a f t e r consulting with the Post C o m m a n d e r or designated Post
representative.

C.  Department Headquarters  w i l l  notify the  Post  C om m a nd er   i f  his/her  
a l t e r n a t e   m a y  attend.




